
Transylvania in the Eighteenth Century 
Aspects of Regional Identity





MEGA Publishing House
Cluj‑Napoca

2013

TRANSYLVANIA IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY 
Aspects of Regional Identity

Edited by 
Laura Stanciu and Cosmin Popa‑Gorjanu



DTP: 
Francisc BAJA

ISBN 978-606-543-348-9 

© 2013 by Laura Stanciu and Cosmin Popa Gorjanu

Editura MEga | www.edituramega.ro
e‑mail: mega@edituramega.ro

This work was undertaken with the financial support of a research grant from the 
Romanian National Authority for Scientific Research, UEFISCDI, under the research 
project number 4EUROC/24. 08. 2010, within the European Science Foundation, 
EUROCORECODE Programme, entitled: 

Cuius Regio: An Analysis of the Cohesive and Disruptive Forces Destining 
the Attachment of (Groups of) Persons to and the Cohesion within Regions as a 
Historical Phenomenon.

Cover 1: The Vauban Type Fortification of Alba Carolina: The 3rd Gate
Illustration: Sebastian Tudor ISPAS



Contents

Foreword 7

Gheorghe Gorun
The instauration of Austrian domination in Transylvania. A case of 
European Integration 11

Alin‑Mihai Gherman
A Romanian description of Transylvania from 1679 30

Victor Neumann
Transylvanian Enlightenment European influences and local intellectual ambitions 38

Iacob Mârza
Cohesion and modernization in Habsburg Transylvania: the Schools of Blaj in the 18th 
Century 53

Attila Varga, Rudolf Cristian  

The Illuminati, Transylvanian Freemasonry, and the Project of Hungary’s 
Federalizationat the end of the 18th Century 77

Alin‑Mihai Gherman
A case of self‑definition: Romanian Calvinist texts 91

Ernst Christoph Suttner
„Legea Strămoşească” and the Regional Identity of the Transylvanian Romanians 98

Laura Stanciu
Power and consciousness from the perspective of Romanian interconfessional 
controversies: Relations of Greek‑Catholics and the Orthodox in mid–18Th Century 
Transylvania 105

Olga Lukács
Power and Consciousness in Confessional Controversies: Calvinist‑Catholic relations in 
Transylvania 124



Mihaela Grancea
Solution of a Moral Crisis in Dobârca (Dobring), a Community in South‑East 
Transylvania. Considerations on a “Judgment Protocol” (Pfarrämtliches 
Gerichts‑Protocoll, 1840) 141

Gabriela Rus
Paradigms of Ecclesiastical Architecture in Transylvania. Greek‑Catholics in the late–
18th century 160

Cornel Maria
The Press of Petrus Barth between Austrian Schooling Policy and Ethnic Endeavours 173

Gabriela Mircea
The Typograpy of Blaj (1747−1830) a cohesive factor of Transylvanian Romanian 
Identity. Printing products and people in 1777 185

Anca Elisabeta Tatay
The University Press of Buda and the Cultural Development of 
Transylvanian Romanians 197

Alexandru Istrate
The Perception of Enlightenment Transylvania in Moldavian Sources 217

Lidia Trăuşan‑Matu
Wallachian Historiography on Transylvania (First half of the 19th Century) 238



FOREWORD

This conference volume presents the results of investigations carried 
out by the Romanian subproject, IP4, of the collaborative research 
project Cuius Regio. An analysis of the cohesive and disruptive forces 

destining the attachment of (groups of) persons to and the cohesion within regions 
as a historical phenomenon (EUROCORECODE programme, European Science 
Foundation, UEFISCDI, project contract 4Euroc/2010). The Romanian 
subproject was hosted by “1 Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia, with 
Cosmin Popa‑Gorjanu as Principal Investigator and Laura Stanciu as respon‑
sible for research belonging to the Modern age. 

The objective of the collaborative research project (CRP) is to achieve 
a comparative examination of the dynamics of regional development in 
eight distinct regions from the twelfth until the first half of the nineteenth 
century. The regions included in the historical analysis of this project were 
Guelders‑Lower Rhine, Livonia, Silesia, Portugal, Catalonia, Bohemia, 
Schleswig‑Holstein, and Transylvania. The goal of the CRP is to compare a 
number of different regions in order to obtain superior results which could 
enhance the understanding of the historical dynamics of regional formation, 
development, and disruption. All national subprojects working within the 
CRP are using a common analytical research tool which was developed 
during the early stages of Cuius regio in the form of an extended question‑
naire. This tool formulated general questions about a set of features, such 
as the existence and manifestations of regional consciousness, borders, 
geographical characteristics, subregions, multiple identifications of the 
bearers of regional identity, perceptions of the regions, layers of historical 
development of regions, regional structures, political relations, types of 
urban, ecclesiastical, or dynastic regions, the confessional situation of the 
region, economic and social structures, ethnic and language aspects, expres‑
sions of regional identifications, the region as art (painting, architecture, 
sculpture, music) production area or market for art products, traditions, 
customs, dressing, education, law. 

In order to examine this wide‑ranging set of questions, the CRP’s 
guidelines prescribed concentration on specific timeslots that would allow 
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comparison between regions during the same time spans. Thus, three chron‑
ological intervals were selected for comparative examinations, 1325–1375, 
1525–1575, and 1775–1825. This division of the chronological span provided the 
rationale for the organization of the research activities within the Romanian 
subproject, which consisted of two workshops and one final conference 
dealing with the medieval aspects of regional development of Transylvania. 

For the examination of the 1775–1825 interval, scholars from Sibiu, 
Timișoara, Cluj‑Napoca, Oradea, Vienna, Jassy, Bucharest, and Alba Iulia were 
invited to participate at the workshop Transylvania in the Eighteenth Century 
on 30–31 March 2012, in Alba Iulia. As the questionnaire was designed as a 
comprehensive tool, to be applied to different regions during an extended 
chronological interval, its application to specific regions was opened to 
discussion and decision to be made within each subproject and research 
group. During this workshop the contributors to this volume selected the 
topics which fitted their research interests and those of the CRP. A final 
conference was held in Alba Iulia, on 5–6 October 2012. 

The sixteen papers included in this volume respond to various questions 
proposed by the questionnaire. Because the 1775–1825 chronological segment 
in Transylvania would be hard to understand without addressing the previous 
developments, it became necessary to include in the investigation phenomena 
taking place much earlier; hence the early decision to focus on the entire 
eighteenth century. While the first paper surveys the political, military and 
institutional details of the incorporation of the autonomous principality 
of Transylvania into the Habsburg empire, at the turn of the seventeenth 
century, the following papers focus on the analysis and discussion of various 
cultural, political, educational, and institutional aspects of the province 
during the eighteenth and the first half of the nineteenth century. Many 
papers concentrate on the evolution of Romanian schools, intellectuals, and 
the confessional relations between the Uniate (Greek‑Catholic) and Orthodox 
in Transylvania, but there are also three papers discussing various aspects 
regarding the evolution of the relations between Catholics and Calvinists (the 
question of mixed‑marriages), the Saxon community, and the Hungarian 
freemasonry political plans. One contribution focuses on the introduction of 
a new ecclesiastical architectural pattern in Transylvania during the second 
half of the eighteenth century. Three papers concentrated on the book printing 
and book distribution in Transylvania and in the adjoining principalities as 
complex phenomena contributing not only to cultural regional development 
but also to the binding of Romanians across borders. The last two papers 
included in the volume are contributions on perceptions of Transylvania and 
of Transylvanians in the writings of Moldavian and Wallachian intellectuals 
during the first half of the nineteenth century. 
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These papers succeed to illustrate the complexity of the history of 
Transylvania in the eighteenth century, illuminating several key aspects of 
the evolution of regional identity in the time of progressive centralization 
by the Habsburg Empire. The interplay of actions and reactions of various 
segments of government and society which were analyzed by the contributors 
to this volume respond to the guiding questions of Cuius regio project. The 
articles of this volume explore several aspects of the historical phenomenon 
of regional identity during the eighteenth century, after a set of previous 
contributions addressed similar questions pertaining to the late medieval 
period. At the end of this three year project, we are aware that a lot of progress 
was made in the exploration of this new venue of historical research and that 
the Cuius regio research methodology and questions will be usefully applied 
in the near future. 

With some notable exceptions, most of the aspects dealt with in these 
papers were usually treated in the Romanian and Hungarian historiogra‑
phies and consequently the accessibility of information in international 
languages is very limited. Therefore the contributors were invited to provide 
also suggestions for further readings in international languages for readers 
who would like to learn more about the subjects. 

We owe thanks to the contributors to this volume and to the colleagues 
who have participated in the workshop and the conference organized in 
Alba Iulia in 2012. We are also grateful for the translations from Romanian 
and German into English and for linguistic revisions to Emese Czintos and 
Marion Wittine. 

Alba Iulia, July 2013
The Editors


