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Foreword

This volume is the result of the proceedings of the International Colloquium 
The Roman Provinces – Mechanisms of Integration, organized through the project 
Dacians in the Roman Empire: Provincial Constructions, held at the Babeș-Bolyai 
University, Cluj-Napoca, the 5th–6th of October 2018. The aim of the colloquium 
was to explore aspects of the presence of the “native” populations in the provin-
cial milieu and the impact of the Roman conquest in terms of local responses, 
provincial and identitary constructions, and regional diversity as resulting from 
written sources, archaeology, epigraphy or numismatics. A workshop, organized 
as a section of the International Colloquium, was dedicated to the topic of The 
Rider Monuments from the Balkan-Danubian Provinces of the Roman Empire. 
Different aspects of the iconographical syntax of the motifs showed on the so-
called Heros equitans, Thracian and Danubian Riders monuments have been 
approached. The colloquium and the workshop facilitated the meeting of several 
scientific traditions from the European area. One can read the papers related 
to the Western provinces of the Roman Empire (Gallia, Gallia Narbonensis, 
Belgica, Roman Africa), to Pannonia, and Roman Dacia. Different perspectives 
are to be found here, illustrating various levels of evolution of historical studies. 
Some approaches start from the concepts, ideas and theoretical constructions, 
others directly from the sources, either epigraphic or archaeological. The contri-
butions regarding the Riders monuments are centered on the iconography. The 
first Riders workshop held in Sofia in November 2017 was meant to enlist new 
monuments, new discoveries from each province. This workshop was centered 
on iconography, and we hope that in the future a third Riders workshop will be 
dedicated to the Riders mythology. Several concepts will be found in the volume 
used in order to express the elusive reality called in the past Romanization, i.e. the 
process of the integration of the indigenous peoples after the Roman conquest. 
Modern terminology uses mostly integration, acculturation, even creolization, 
but in fact these are only modern words trying to cover realities from a past 
world (the Greek-Roman world quite diverse from our modern one). Indigenous 
peoples acquire in various degrees the so-called Roman cultural package, and 
the Roman state uses some mechanisms in order to integrate them, at least from 
the political, administrative and civic point of view. This volume is not meant to 
be a complete description of these processes of integration, but non-systematic, 
personal attempts to narrate particular integration episodes, multiple histories of 
the Roman Empire impact on the indigenous conquered populations.


