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Foreword

The first Orbis Mediaevalis conference was held in 2016 in Lipova. The wide‑encompassing 
name of the conference was in fact addressed to all specialists interested in a longer historical 

durée, starting with the middle part of the first millennium AD. From an institutional perspective, 
this academic meeting and the collective volume that followed, as well as the 2018 conference 
and the present volume, have been supported by the Arad Museum Complex in partnership with 
the Institute of Archaeology and Art History of the Romanian Academy in Cluj‑Napoca and the 
Mureș County Museum in Târgu Mureș.

This time the approach focuses on the chronology of this period and several perspectives have 
been suggested: possibilities of differentiating between unitary chronological segments through 
contents and correct terms; possible solutions for the construction of an inner regional and intra‑
site chronologies; local developments, supra‑regional tendencies, and possible chronological uses; 
aspects, issues, and solutions regarding the inner (relative) chronology of certain sites (settlements, 
cemeteries) that have been more extensively investigated; early medieval pottery envisaged as a 
means of constructing possible intra‑site relative chronologies;early medieval pottery as a possible 
means of setting a relative chronology between sites; and other artifacts with possible chrono‑
logical value.

The present volume, consisting of ten studies, is thus dedicated to a topic that is permanently 
in the attention of archaeologists in connection to one period and several time segments significant 
for the history of Central and Eastern Europe. Even in the sense of chronology, too few approaches 
of the possible limits of the Early Middle Ages have been published over the last three decades 
in Romanian specialized literature. One can rather mention timid questions and fewer solutions, 
but we can note the quiet abandonment of the older syntagm pre-feudal period understood – 
from a Marxist perspective – as a transition period to the feudal means of production, eventually 
ambiguous through its entire content. One can also note the lack of comparisons between the 
specific developments in the wider regions that form present‑day Romania, consequently also the 
study of possible chronological differences between them. Finally, there has also been a general 
lack of debate (usually accompanied by critical thinking) and too few studies researching the 
various structures of early medieval society, as far as these can be reconstructed. As field researches, 
especially preventive excavations, have progressed, archaeologists have focused on publishing the 
results, both archaeological features and collected inventories, among which pottery represents 
undoubtedly the largest part of the material.

Regarding any historical period, reaching as precise as possible datings is very important. In the 
case of the early medieval period one acknowledges the poverty of the inventories recovered from 
settlements but also of those collected from most of the graves, especially of the incineration type. 
Special interest was thus payed to pottery, interpreted from the perspective of the technological 
traits of clay pots, the proportions between the different categories, certain tendencies of decora‑
tion, and other aspects. The superposition relations (when such have been fortunately identified) 
between archaeological features provide precious support for establishing a relative chronology 
inside the sites in question. The Romanian archaeology of the early medieval period can turn in 
fact to very few data that support an absolute chronology obtained through alternative methods 
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to those that archaeologists usually turn to, mainly with the help of dendrochronology, but also 
radioactive carbon. The completion of such databases remains a significant goal for the research of 
the period in question.

Most of the Romanian archaeologists interested in this period took part in the proceedings of 
the conference entitled Inter tempora. Cronologia perioadei medievale timpurii. Probleme, abordări 
și rezultate / Inter tempora. The Chronology of the Early Medieval Period. Issues, Approaches, Results 
(which is also the title of the present volume). Their contributions turn, to various degrees, to 
chronological issues. This aspect indicates the current interest in such a debate and we hope that 
the present volume will stimulate researches dealing with the topic.

We wish to thank the reputed professor and researcher of the Early Middle Ages Miklós Takács 
[“Pázmány Péter” Catholic University Budapest, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Institute of 
Archaeology Budapest] for taking part in the conference as special guest and for his contribution 
to the publication of this volume. We also express our gratitude to all the specialists who have 
answered our invitation and contribute to the second volume of the Orbis Mediaevalis series. Last 
but not least, we must mention the fact that the present volume could not have been published 
without the consistent support of the Arad County Council and of the Mureș County Council, to 
which we are grateful.


